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SENATE BI LL 6736

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Rasnussen, Fairley, OCemg, Delvin, Kohl-Wlles, Marr,
Roach, Parlette, Keiser, Kilner, and Kline

Read first tinme 01/22/08. Referred to Commttee on Health & Long-
Term Car e.

AN ACT Relating to lifelong learning services for individuals
diagnosed wth severe to profound intellectual devel opnent al
disabilities; adding a new chapter to Title 71A RCW and making an
appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that a devel opnent al
disability is a natural part of human experience and the presence of a
devel opnental disability in the |life of a person does not dimnish or
alter a person's rights or opportunity to participate fully inthe life
of the community. The |egislature recognizes that with the advancenent
and w despread availability of nedical, educational, and social
services, people with significant, nultiple devel opnental disabilities
are living longer and that investing in them at every stage of life
helps maintain their skills and abilities and provides them the
opportunity to have a neaningful daily life. Provi di ng conti nued
| earning opportunities for individuals with severe and profound
intellectual developnental disabilities supports both the individua
and helps to maintain the well-being of the famly.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The purpose of this chapter is to:

(1) Create |Ilifelong Ilearning services admnistered by the
departnment of social and health services which include a bal anced array
of social and supportive services that pronote individual choice,
dignity, and the highest practicable |evel of independence. These
lifelong | earning services shall be:

(a) Based on the specific needs of the person with a devel opnent al
di sability;

(b) State-adm nistered; and

(c) Available throughout the state;

(2) Ensure that individual needs will be determned by uniform
conpr ehensi ve assessnent;

(3) Ensure that services are provided in the nost inclusive
situation consistent with individual needs;

(4) Ensure that lifelong | earning service options be devel oped and
made available that enable individuals to continue to live in their
homes or other conmunity residential support prograns or in the care of
their famlies;

(5) Ensure that lifelong |l earning services are coordinated in a way
that mnimzes adm nistrative cost, elimnates unnecessarily conplex
organi zation, mnimzes program and service duplication, and maxi m zes
the use of financial resources in directly neeting the needs of
persons;

(6) Support higher educational institutions in Washington state to
assist in the provision of lifelong | earning services; and

(7) Be responsive and appropriate to individual need and al so cost-
effective for the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The services provided under this chapter are
not intended to replace enploynent supports or the pathway to
enpl oynment but are additional supports and training a person with a
devel opnental disability is assessed to need in order to live an
i ndependent and neani ngful life.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Under the Ilifelong services program
i ndividuals, to the maxi num extent possible, nmust be given a choice of
services and authority to exercise control over the resources avail able
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to them The departnent of social and health services, to the maxi mum
extent feasible, wll seek a federal nedicaid match for funds
appropriated for lifelong |earning services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. To be eligible for [I|ifelong |1earning

services, individuals nust be at Ileast twenty-one years old and
diagnosed with a severe to profound intellectual devel opnental
di sability. Aut hori zed services wll be based on the individual's

assessed need. The services may be provided alone or with enpl oynent
or other day service options.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Based on the funds appropriated by the
| egi sl ature, the follow ng services may be provided under the lifelong
servi ces program

(1) Independent living skills training;

(2) Community participation;

(3) Social skills training;

(4) Self-advocacy training;

(5) Recreation

(6) Continuing education classes;

(7) Personal assistance; and

(8) Transportation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The sumof three mllion dollars, or as nuch
thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the biennium ending
June 30, 2009, from the general fund to the departnent of social and
health services for the purposes of creating the |ifelong services
described in this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 6 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 71A RCW

~-- END ---
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